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The Benenson Society joins the Asian Human Rights commission and the Noor Foundation in calling for the pardon of Aasia Bibi and the reform of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws.
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Aasia Bibi, 45, a Christian and mother of five, was sentenced to

death on charges of committing blasphemy. Ms Bibi's case dates back to June 2009, when she was asked to fetch water while out working in the

fields and a group of Muslim women labourers objected, saying that as

a non-Muslim she should not touch the water bowl. This resulted in

exchange of hot words between her and Muslim women against each

others’ religious beliefs. Five days after the incident, a local

Muslim leader, Qari Salim, jumped into the matter and pressured some

people in the area to claim that she committed blasphemy.

On November 1, 2010, 16 months after her arrest, the court pronounced

a death sentence on charges of committing blasphemy. 
Ms. Bibi’s husband and children are hiding. They left the house

after receiving threats from the Muslim extremists. It is difficult

for them to survive, as the husband and his other brothers are always

chased by Muslim groups. There is a strong chance that her family

would be attacked and might be killed as these happened in previous

cases when persons were accused of blasphemy. 

It is very much feared that Aasia Bibi or her family members may be

killed during her detention or when she is released. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION from the Asian Human Rights Commission:

The deliberate institutionalisation of Islam’s status as protected

and predominant promoted the perpetuation of religious intolerance by

Islamic fundamentalists. According to data collected by the National

Commission for Justice and Peace (NCJP), at least 964 persons were

alleged of violating these anti-blasphemy clauses from 1986 to August

2009, while more than 30 persons were killed extra-judicially by the

angry mob or by individuals.

Militant Muslim organizations are using blasphemy laws as the best

way to keep religious minority groups under pressure and even forcibly

take land. The state is failing to protect the lives and property of

minority communities. The blasphemy law has made it compulsory that no

police officer below the level of Superintendent of Police can

investigate the charges but this is rarely adhered to.

Recent cases in Pakistan suggest a criminal collaboration among

government authorities, police, and fundamentalist organizations, in

which the Muslim clergy, receiving bribes from land-grabbers in the

National and Provincial Assemblies, colluded with local police to

expropriate land owned by minorities by bringing blasphemy allegations

against them. The situation is especially worrying in Punjab province

after the formation of the PML-N government, which has a record of

intolerant policies against Christians and Ahmadis in particular.

What can you do?
Please write/email/fax the authorities urging them to pardon

Aasia and release her immediately. Please ask them to arrest those

Muslim leaders who are instigating the people to kill her and have

announced rewards for killing her. Please also urge that the children

and family members of her be provided protection and employment.

 Mr. Asif Ali Zardari

President of Pakistan

President's Secretariat

Islamabad, PAKISTAN

Fax: +92 51 9207458

Email: publicmail@president.gov.pk 

Dear Mr President
I am writing to voice my deep concern regarding death sentence of Aasia Bibi, a Christian mother of five, on the charges of blasphemy. I am also concerned about the government’s inability to prosecute those elements, who are openly announcing their intention to kill her or award cash money for that purpose. In recent years 33 people charged with blasphemy have been killed in prison by guards or in the vicinity of the court.

I urge you to immediately repeal the blasphemy law, or at least delete section 295 from the Pakistan Penal Code, release Aasia Bibi and provide protection to her and her family. 

I look forward to your prompt action to provide protection of religious minority

groups.

Yours sincerely,

