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Sakineh Ashtiani.

Please join the growing international campaign on behalf of Iranian mother, Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani, who was sentenced to death by stoning for alleged adultery (with murder charges added later). Benenson campaigned for her recently but the situation is now urgent:

· with the end of Islam’s season of Ramadan last week the possibility of her execution has escalated

· a mistake over her photo has led to her being given 99 lashes

· at the same time, the Iranian government appears to be testing the waters of international opinion before proceeding with her execution. "The sentencing of Ms. Ashtiani for adultery has been stopped and (her case) is being reviewed again, and her sentencing for complicity in murder is in process," said Foreign Ministry's spokesperson Ramin Mehmanparast. 
Newspapers have reported that her son believes his mother has been given 99 lashes for "spreading corruption and indecency".  Sajad Ghaderzade, 22, said that prison authorities in Tabriz had ordered the punishment after The Times published a photograph of a woman, purportedly his mother, whose head was not covered by an Islamic hijab (this photo was used in our recent Benenson campaign for her). 
The photograph was sent in good faith by Mohammed Mostafaei, who was Ms Ashtiani's lawyer in Tehran until he was forced to flee Iran at the end of July for broadcasting her plight to the world. The Times published a correction on Friday after discovering the photograph was of an Iranian woman living in Sweden, not Ms Ashtiani

Mr Ghaderzade said the photograph was merely a pretext for punishing his mother, and the authorities' real purpose was to silence the international campaign to save her. "If it wasn't the picture, they would have found another excuse to try to silence her supporters outside Iran," he said. He said he also believed that the regime was testing the waters. If the international reaction to this flogging was muted, they might conclude that they could get away with executing his mother.
The Vatican has lent its support to the campaign to save Ms Ashtiani at the weekend, saying it had raised her case with the Iranian government through diplomatic channels. "The Holy See is following this affair with attention and commitment," Vatican spokesman Federico Lombardi said. "The position of the church - opposed to the death penalty - is known and stoning is a particularly brutal form."

The European Union has also stepped up its efforts in the case
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A recent protest in Rome, part of the international outcry about Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani. 

What can we do?

As mentioned in our earlier campaign This is case where we can effectively add our voices through use of the internet. One online petition (http://freesakineh.org/?sp=2 ) has over 150,000 signatures. In schools this could be a variation of letter writing by getting students to go online and add their names to the petition. One suspects that only a massive campaign will get the Iranian authorities’ attention.  

There are also Facebook sites and petitions on them. Simply do a search for Sakineh Ashtiani.

Now, could you also please contact your own national government (through the Foreign Minister, Secretary of State – the title varies from country to country), urging the country to join the international effort and to make representations to Iran on behalf of Sakineh Ashtiani. This is really an occasion where a significant reaction from the world community may have a specific outcome. In Australia, Kevin Rudd, the new Foreign Minister, may well be receptive to a strong campaign. 
Success in this campaign may also lead to the ending of stoning as a form of capital punishment.
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