Last Friday Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi celebrated her 64th birthday. A Nobel Peace prize laureate, she has now spent 14 birthdays in detention. 
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Suu Kyi, who is being held in a "guest house" at Yangon's notorious Insein Prison, faces up to five years in jail on charges of violating the terms of her house arrest after an uninvited American man swam to her tightly guarded lakeside home and stayed two days.

Friday's birthday stirred an outpouring of support from Hollywood stars including Brad Pitt and Julia Roberts, celebrities Madonna and David Beckham, and many Western governments.

Concerts, candlelight vigils and other gatherings for Suu Kyi were scheduled in more than 20 cities worldwide, including Bangkok, Dublin, London, Paris, Prague, Sydney, Tokyo and New York.

Below is an article from the online journal, Eureka Street.
(Note the military government calls Burma, Myanmar)
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Aung San Suu Kyi's birthday behind bars

Carol Ransley June 19, 2009

Sitting inside a small, purpose-built cell within Burma's notorious Insein prison, democracy leader and Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi today turns 64. 

Suu Kyi, no stranger to long periods of isolation, will most likely spend part of her day in meditation: a practice that she admits sees her through the most difficult times. 

Like the hundreds of other political prisoners who suffer ill-treatment inside Burmese jails, she may also notice the little things that those on the 'outside' often overlook: birds chirping, the measured walk of an insect across a wall, the sound of late afternoon rains rolling overheard, distant city sounds — cars, horns and buses. 

For the first time, rather than being under house arrest, Suu Kyi is being held on criminal charges. She faces the prospect of spending between three to five years behind bars in the former capital's central prison. 

Just long enough, observers say, for the Burmese generals to keep her out of the way in the lead up to planned elections in 2010, and away from the transitional process that the elections may usher in. 

Suu Kyi was due to be released on 27 May. However, the arrival of a strange and unexpected visitor, American tourist, John Yettaw, changed all that. 

Yettaw made his second visit, this time in a much publicised two kilometre swim across Inya Lake to her compound, where she was held under house arrest for nearly 14 years. Observed by policemen who, according to Yettaw, threw rocks at him, he was able to elude security personnel and enter the compound. 

Inside, he pressed Suu Kyi's two female assistants from her political party, the National League for Democracy. After initially asking him to leave, Suu Kyi agreed to let him stay the night due to his apparent poor health. 

For the Burmese military authorities, having confined Suu Kyi for the maximum length of time under the terms of their own laws, Yettaw's visit was timely. Burma requires all non-family overnight visitors to be registered and forbids overnight stays by foreigners. Suu Kyi was charged with violating the terms of her house arrest. 

Charged under Section 22 of the aptly titled 'Law Safeguarding the State from the Dangers of Subversive Elements', on 14 May she was ordered to stand trial in Insein prison. The charges and trial met with widespread condemnation from the international community. But Burmese authorities have continued to pursue the case. 

In Burma trials involving political prisoners (who currently number 2155) are notoriously short and often held in secret. Many political prisoners were last year sentenced to terms ranging from 10 to 65 years. 

But as a small concession in response to international criticism, a number of diplomats and a handful of journalists were allowed to observe some parts of this trial. The regime has also uncharacteristically made some effort to see that court procedure and protocols are followed. 

British Ambassador, Mark Canning told the BBC that 'all the paraphernalia of the courtroom was there, the judges, the prosecution, the defense. But I think this is a story where the conclusion is already scripted.' 

Since the charges have been brought, two members of Suu Kyi's legal team have had their licenses revoked. The wife of another of her lawyers has been sacked from her job. Key witnesses, such as members of the police and security personnel on duty at the time of the alleged offence, have not been called. 

Another key witness, Suu Kyi's personal physician, Dr Tin Myo Win, who met Yettaw on his first visit to her compound in 2008, is mysteriously absent from the proceedings. 

After Suu Kyi's lawyers appealed to the Appeals Court to allow the testimony of key defence witnesses who had been banned from appearing in the case, the divisional court to which the case was remitted reinstated one of the witnesses. 

But it upheld the ban on another two witnesses (both senior members of the National League for Democracy). The Appeals Court has agreed to hear an appeal against this decision. It is clearly in the regime's interests to prevent the League from using the trial as a political platform. 

So, despite all the 'bells and whistles' of a Burmese court, Suu Kyi is unlikely to receive a fair trial and will most likely spend the next few years in prison, unless there is a dramatic turn of events. This is undoubtedly happening by the decision of the Generals. 

Suu Kyi won't be able to hear from her cell the sounds of the latest Burmese military offensive, ostensibly against ethnic Karen insurgents along the border with Thailand. Some say this offensive has been made to deflect attention from the political activity surrounding the trial in Rangoon. 

Whatever the motive, the offensive has attacked innocent Karen civilians. At last account it has displaced more than 600 families — mainly women and children. These people have been left vulnerable at the beginning of the monsoon season. The rains are already making it difficult to provide basic shelter, clothing and food, and leave them at high risk of contracting malaria and other mosquito-borne diseases such as dengue fever. 

Suu Kyi's birthday behind bars may not be the happiest of occasions, but the day does give us pause to consider the magnitude of her personal sacrifice and the enormity of the obstacles ahead. It is also an occasion to reflect on what she continues to represent — Burma's only meaningful hope for lasting peace and reconciliation in a country deeply troubled and left derelict by decades of military rule and civil conflict. 
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What you can do:

1. a) Write a letter to the Head of the Myanmar Government
Senior General Than Shwe 

Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council 
c/o State Peace and Development Council
Naypyitaw
MYANMAR

Fax: + 95 1 652 624
Dear General,

As a member of the Benenson Society, I urge the Government of Myanmar to drop all criminal charges against Aung San Suu Kyi. She has already spent 14 birthdays in detention. Know that the world takes close interest in her plight and that she is among the most respected figures in the world today. Her quiet dignity and courage is an example for all who work for human rights. 
Please ensure that the United Nations officials, including the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, have the full cooperation of the military authorities.

I urge your Government to proceed towards a transition to democracy for your country.
Yours sincerely,

b) Write a similar letter to the local diplomatic representative of the Myanmar Government (note that Myanmar has relatively few diplomatic missions)
	AUSTRALIA
(Canberra)
	22 ARKANA St, YARRALUMNA, ACT 2600
Tel : (61-2) 6273 3811, 6273 3751
Fax : (61-2) 6273 4357
Send Email

Head of Mission:
U Aye (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary)

Deputy Head of Mission:
U Kyaw Aye (Minister Counsellor) 

	GENEVA
	Permanent Mission of the Union of Myanmar to the United Nations

47, AVENUE BLANC, 1202 GENEVA
Tel : (0041-22) 731 75 40/731 75 49
Fax : (0041-22) 738 48 82
Send Email

Head of Mission:
U Mya Than (Permanent Representative)

Deputy Head of Mission:
U Tin Maung Aye (Deputy Permanent Representative) 

	GERMANY
(Berlin)
	ZIMMER STR 56, 10117 BERLIN MITTE, F.R.G
Tel : (0049 30) 2061570
Fax : (0049 30) 20649757
Send Email

Head of Mission:
U San Thein (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary)

Deputy Head of Mission:
U Winn Thein (Counsellor) 

	ITALY
(Rome) 
	VIALE GIOACCHINO ROSSINI, NO 18, Int 2, 1st Floor 00198
Tel : 0039-06-8543974, 85863343
Fax : 0039-06-8413167
Send Email

Head of Mission:
U Phone Myiint (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary)

Deputy Head of Mission:
U Aung Myint (Minister Counsellor) 

	PAKISTAN
(Islamabad)
	No. 201 St N0 10, SECTOR E-7
Tel : (0092) (51) 2822460, 2828828
Fax : (0092) (51) 2828819
Send Email

Head of Mission:
U Soe Win (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary)

Deputy Head of Mission:
U Shwe Moe (Minister Counsellor) 

	UNITED KINGDOM (UK)
(London)
	19A, CHARLES St, LONDON W1J 5DX
Tel : 020 7629 6966, 020 7499 8841, 020 7629 4486
Fax : 020 7629 4169
Send Email

Head of Mission:
Dr Kyaw Win (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary)

Deputy Head of Mission:
U Kyee Myint (Minister Counsellor) 

	USA
(Washington D.C)
(New York)
	Washington D.C 

2300 S St. N.W. WASHINGTON D.C 20008
Tel : (202) 332-9044, 332-9049, 332-9045
Fax : (202) 332-9046
Send Email

Head of Mission:
U Tin Win (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary)

Deputy Head of Mission:
U Aung Linn Htut (Counsellor)

New York

Permanent Mission of the Union of Myanmar to the United Nations

Address1 : 10 EAST 77TH St. N. Y 10021
Tel : (212) 535-1310, 535-1311
Fax : (21) 737-2421
Send Email

Head of Mission:
U Kyaw Tint Swe (Permanent Representative)

Deputy Head of Mission:
U Zeyar Oo (Deputy Permanent Representative)
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