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Dear members,
Two major issues dominate our news and our attention: the unfolding humanitarian tragedy of the ebola outbreak in Western Africa and the ongoing conflict in Iraq and Syria.
On the positive side the awarding of the Nobel peace Prize to Malala Yousufzai, the young Pakistani girl whom Benenson campaigned for in 2012 is a reminder that there are beacons of hope in our world
Attached below is a campaign for another Pakistani woman Aasia Bibi, whom we have campaigned for previously. An appeal was turned down last week and she faces the death sentence for blasphemy. 
Also included below is a story about the continuing danger faced by albinos in Africa whom are often targeted by those who say magic potions made with albino body parts can bring good luck. Some groups or individuals may wish to follow this story up by either writing to the Organisation of African Unity or to the Government of Tanzania urging it to renew its efforts to protect albinos.
Looking to the future I was thinking of changing a little the form of communication from the Benenson Society. While continuing to send out regular campaigns, I would like to share more regularly either news stories or background material that might raise awareness of human rights and related issues. Individuals or groups could also act on them if they wished. The story on albinos is an example of such a story, one that doesn’t attract much interest in mainstream news. Attached, as an example of background writing, is a piece on just war theory that I wrote for an online journal, Eureka Street. I would also be very happy to receive other stories or articles to send around. The idea would not be to swamp people with email, but to have a more regular input from Benenson. Please let me know if you have any feedback.

Chris Middleton SJ
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
The case of Aasia Bibi and the reform of Pakistan’s blasphemy laws.

Aasia Bibi, 45, a Christian and mother of five, was sentenced to death on charges of committing blasphemy. Ms Bibi's case dates back to June 2009, when she was asked to fetch water while out working in the fields and a group of Muslim women labourers objected, saying that as a non-Muslim she should not touch the water bowl. This resulted in exchange of hot words between her and Muslim women against each others’ religious beliefs. Five days after the incident, a local leader, Qari Salim, jumped into the matter and pressured some people in the area to claim that she committed blasphemy.

On November 1, 2010, 16 months after her arrest, the court pronounced a death sentence on charges of committing blasphemy. 
………………………………..  The BBC reports that an appeals court in Pakistan has upheld the conviction of Asia Bibi, the young Christian woman sentenced to death on blasphemy charges. 
After repeatedly postponing hearings in the case, the High Court ruled that Bibi had been rightly convicted of blaspheming Islam. Her lawyers have said that they will appeal to Pakistan’s supreme court. 
The November 2010 conviction of Asia Bibi, a young wife and mother, drew international attention because of the scant evidence of any offense and the severe penalty imposed on a young mother. Human-rights activists have noted that Pakistan’s law against blasphemy is easily abused, leaving religious minorities vulnerable to false accusations. 
Two prominent Pakistani political leaders - Salman Taseer, a Muslim state governor, and Shahbazz Bhatti, a Catholic cabinet minister - were killed after they voiced their concern about the blasphemy law and the conviction of Asia Bibi. 
Since her conviction, Asia Bibi has been jailed, mostly in solitary confinement because of concerns about her safety, due to threats by Muslim militants. The pressure from Islamic extremists is widely believed to be the reason why courts have delayed hearings in the case. 
Bishop Rufin Anthony of Islamabad said that the High Court decision to uphold the death penalty in the case was “heartbreaking.” He called for prayers for the woman and for a just resolution of her case. 
What can you do?

Please write/email/fax the authorities urging them to pardon Aasia and release her immediately. 


Mr Mamnoon Hussain
President of Pakistan
President's Secretariat
Islamabad, PAKISTAN

Fax: +92 51 9207458
Email: publicmail@president.gov.pk 

Dear Mr President

I am writing to voice my deep concern regarding the death sentence on Aasia Bibi, a Christian mother of five, on the charges of blasphemy. I urge that pardon be granted to Aasia on humanitarian grounds.

I urge the immediate repeal of the blasphemy law, or at least the deletion of section 295 from the Pakistan Penal Code. This would seem vital to the protection of the rights of ethnic and religious minority groups in Pakistan

Yours sincerely,

Or contact the local representative of the Pakistan Government:

Germany
Embassy of Pakistan, 
Schaperstr-29, Wilmersdorf 10719, Berlin

Netherlands
Embassy of Pakistan, 
Amaliastraat 8, 2514 JC The Hague

Canada
High Commissioner of Pakistan to Canada
10 Range Road
Ottawa, Ontario
K1N 8J3
Tel # (613) 238-7881-2 lines, Fax # (613) 238-7296
Email: parepottawa@rogers.com

Australia/New Zealand
High Commissioner, Her.Excellency, Naela Chohan  
4 Timbarra Crescent,  
O'Malley ACT 2606 

United States
Her Excellency Ambassador Sherry Rehman
Embassy of Pakistan
3517 International Court N.W
Washington DC 20008 
info@embassyofpakistanusa.org

United Kingdom
High Commission for Pakistan
34 – 36 Lowndes Square 
London 
SW1X 9JN

Ireland
Pakistan Consulate
30 Princess St,
 Cork

Switzerland
Embassy of Pakistan
Bernastrasse 47
3005 Berne

Sweden
Emabassy of Pakistan
Karlavagen 65
SE-11449 Stockholm

______________________________________________________ 
Albinos in Tanzania 
Two witch doctors in Tanzania have been arrested after a woman with albinism was hacked to death, police say.
One of her legs and several fingers were removed in the attack on Tuesday.
Albinos have suffered widespread persecution in Tanzania, where witch doctors say magic potions made with albino body parts can bring good luck.
There is a magical belief, promoted by some witch doctors, that albinos are ghosts that cannot die, just disappear and their body parts have magical powers to bring wealth and healing. Since 2000, 72 Tanzanian albinos have been murdered. Albinism is more prevalent in Africa than other parts of the world. Tanzania has the largest numbers of albinos in Africa. 
As a result, people with albinism have been persecuted, killed and dismembered and graves of albinos dug up and desecrated. At the same time, people with albinism have also been ostracised and even killed for exactly the opposite reason, because they are presumed to be cursed and bring bad luck.
At the same time, more albino support networks and advocacy groups have sprung up in recent years. The Tanzania Albino Society was founded in the late 1970s. The society boasts 13,000 members, who talk of "coming out" as proud albinos. There are some other signs of progress for Tanzania's albinos. A 2010 law protected albinos from workplace discrimination. That same year Tanzania elected its first albino MP. But there is a danger that laws will not be enforced and that renewed persecution may occur if the issue fails to attract the attention of world opinion. This is where support from groups like Benenson can play a significant role in reminding Tanzanian authorities that people are watching. 
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