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Two photographs of one man.
One of a father, one of a prisoner.
One of a content and energetic man,
one of a man shrunken by hunger strike and bowing under the weight of a desperate injustice.
Le Quoc Quan is a Vietnamese lawyer and blogger, a Catholic human rights activist who has lost his appeal against a conviction in what appears to be a fraudulent conviction designed to silence him.
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Le Quoc Quan before and during his hunger strike and trial
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Le Quoc Quan is a human rights defender from Vietnam who has worked for the rights of factory workers and the poor. He is an influential blogger and a debarred lawyer who challenged the legitimacy of the state by working to empower the voiceless of Vietnam. A man who stood for the rights of others and faced the consequences.
Arrested in December 2012 on spurious charges of tax evasion, Le Quoc Quan was sentenced to 30 months prison in October 2013. He denies the charges, which he maintains are motivated not by justice, but by a political system which cannot allow dissent or challenge.
Physically reduced by confinement to a dark prison cell and a hunger strike against the injustice of his sentence, Le Quoc Quan has not, however, been reduced in spirit. The human rights defender appealed the sentence on 18 February 2014.
In the second photograph, we see Le Quoc Quan looking thin and frail at his appeal trial, wrapped in a woolen jumper and heavy coat, looking tired and downcast. According to his brother, he was on the 17th day of a hunger strike by the time of the trial, reportedly swooning from tiredness at one point, having to be propped up by bailiffs.
Writing from his cell before the appeal hearing, Le Quoc Quan expressed gratitude to his supporters, saying that even from his “dark prison cells,” the support he has received, “warms my heart immensely and […] further gives me confidence in the path I have chosen.” 
In his letter, Le Quoc Quan says that he is at peace in prison and believes in a brighter future for Vietnam. These words seem incongruous beside the photograph of a man shrunken by maltreatment and hunger, oppressed and shackled by the judiciary of Vietnam. But this incongruity only highlights the integrity of Le Quoc Quan and his desire for a more just Vietnam. One in which human rights are respected, and in which individuals are offered dignity and a voice.
Le Quoc Quan's appeal was quashed by the Hanoi Appeal Court, meaning that his 30 month prison sentence will be upheld. The news will not only be distressing to Le Quoc Quan and his supporters, but to all human rights defenders in Vietnam, who face repression and sanction for their work. The Appeal Court's decision is a powerful indictment of those who would stand up for the rights of others and has locked behind bars a courageous defender of human rights.
In his letter, Le Quoc Quan calls on others to continue the struggle against oppression by, “awakening our conscience and changing from within.” This too is a powerful indictment, an indictment of the injustice of a corrupt judiciary and a broken political system.
Le Quoc Quan does not sign off his prison letter in resignation, straining under the weight of his imprisonment and hunger, but with the optimism and clarity which we can see in the first photograph. He declares, “long live Vietnam!” and pens a poem in which he cries out for his country's spring.

Please write to express your support for Le Quoc Quan

His Excellency, Truong Tan San
President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
c/o Embassy of Vietnam

Your Excellency,

As a member of the Benenson Society, I write to express my concern at the Vietnamese government’s decision to uphold the conviction of human rights lawyer and blogger Le Quoc Quan to 30 months in prison on tax evasion charges. The use of tax laws by Vietnamese authorities to imprison government critics for peacefully expressing their political views is disturbing. 
This conviction appears to be inconsistent with the right to freedom of expression and Vietnam’s obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and commitments reflected in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
We call on the government to release prisoners of conscience and allow all Vietnamese to peacefully express their political views

Yours sincerely,

 (please confirm embassy addresses before sending) 
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in Australia      
6 Timbarra Crescent
O'Malley ACT 2606
Australia
Phone: +61-2-62866059 or 62901549
Fax: 02 62864534 
Email: vembassy@webone.com.au

Embassy of Vietnam in Austria       
Felix-Mottl Strasse 20
1190 Vienna
Austria
Fax: (+43) (1) 368 0754
Email: embassy.vietnam@aon.at

Embassy of Vietnam in Belgium     
#1, Boul. General Jacques
Bruxelles
Fax: +32-2-374 9376
Email: vnemb.brussels@skynet.be

Embassy of Vietnam in Czech Republic     
Plzenska 214, CZ-15000 Prague 5, Czech Republic.
Fax: (2) 57211792

Embassy of Vietnam in Germany      
Elsenstr. 3
12435 Berlin
Germany
Fax: (+49-30) 53630100

Embassy of Vietnam in Netherlands    
Nassauplein 12
2585 EB
The Hague
Fax: +31-70-364 8656
Email: emviet@planet.nl

Embassy of Vietnam in Pakistan      
F 8/1 Street 31 House 10 A 
Islamabad
Fax: +92-51-2850582
Email: dsqvn.pakistan@yahoo.com 

Embassy of Socialist Republic of Vietnam in Sweden      
Orby Slottsvagen 26
125 71 Alvsjo
Stockholm, Sweden
Fax: + 46 8 55 62 1080
Email: info@vietnamemb.se

Permanent Mission of the S.R. of Vietnam to the United Nations       
30, Chemin des Corbillettes
1218 Grand Saconnex/Geneva
Switzerland
Fax: (+41-22) 7980724
Email: mission.vietnam@ties.itu.int, mission.vietnam@itu.ch

Embassy of Vietnam in United Kingdom      
12 - 14 Victoria Road
W8 5RD, London
United Kingdom
Fax: 020 7937 6108 or 004420- 7565 3853
Email: embassy@vietnamembassy.org.uk

Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in United States of America       
1233 20th Street NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036
Phone: (202) 861 0737
Fax: (202) 861 0917
Email: info@vietnamembassy.us
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