Case of Pastor Yousef Nadarkhani, who faces execution in Iran for his religious beliefs. 
[image: Pastor Yousef Nadarkhani]An Iranian Christian pastor is facing possible execution for apostasy, international human rights groups have reported. Yousef Nadarkhani refused to renounce his Christian beliefs and now faces the death penalty.
The 33-year-old appeared at an appeals court on September 25 and reports indicate the court asked him to renounce his faith and “embrace Islam” to avoid execution.
A Supreme Court ruling in June initially overturned a lower court’s sentence of execution against Nadarkhani, but now rights groups are worried that he could still be executed after refusing to give up his Christian beliefs.
“Iran is one of the very few countries in the 21st century where authorities would drag an individual before a court of law and force him to choose between his faith and his life,” said Joe Stork, deputy Middle East director at Human RightsWatch.
Security forces initially arrested Nadarkhani, a member of the Church of Iran and pastor to a 400-member congregation in the northern city of Rasht, in October 2009.
Nadarkhani’s lawyer told Human Rights Watch that his client converted to Christianity at the age of 19, and that prior to that he did not consider himself a Muslim or an adherent of any religion. The lawyer said the debate surrounding whether Nadarkhani was a Muslim before reaching puberty was also not based in law since apostasy does not exist as an offense in Iran’s Islamic Penal Code.
Since 2009, intelligence and judiciary officials have carried out many arrests against evangelical or Christian converts in Iran. Other religious minorities such as the Baha’is, some Islamic groups such as Sufis and the Mandaeans also face persuction.
International law strictly prohibits discrimination and persecution based on religion. Article 18(2) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), ratified by Iran, states: “No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice.” Article 27 of the ICCPR says that members of religious minorities shall not be denied the right to profess and practice their own religion.
Article 13 of Iran’s constitution recognizes Christianity as a protected minority religion, and article 14 provides that “all Muslims are duty-bound to treat non-Muslims in conformity with ethical norms and the principles of Islamic justice and equity, and to respect their human rights.” Article 16 guarantees freedom of association for religious societies.
The Benenson Society joins groups such as human Rights Watch and Christian Solidarity Worldwide in calling for the release of Pastor Nadarkhani. 
There is also a Facebook site: Save Yousef Nadarkhani from Execution – it is run by Christian Solidarity Worldwide and may be useful in promoting the case in school, universities or parishes.


The address of local Iranian diplomatic representative (some addresses are supplied below but please confirm details if you can

Your Excellency,
I wish to bring to your attention the urgent case of Pastor Yousef Nadarkhani who was condemned to death in Iran for converting to the Christian faith. While his case is before an appeals’ court, and may come before the Supreme Court there are grave concerns that Pastor Nadarkhani’s life is in danger .
I request that your government respect its international commitment to human rights, and that Pastor Nadarkhani, and all other persons in your country who are in similar situations, be treated in accordance with Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights which stipulates that "Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief .."
I request that you pass on this appeal to the Iranian Government as a matter of urgency. Thank you for your attention to this request.
Sincerely,

Embassy of Iran in Canberra, Australia      

PO Box 705, Mawson ACT 2607
His Excellency Mr Mahmoud MOVAHHEDI
Ambassador 
Embassy of Iran in Vienna, Austria      
jauresgasse 9 - A1030 Wien
Fax: +431+7135733
Email: public@iranembassy-wien.at

The Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Germany
Podbielskiallee 65/67,
14195 Berlin
[bookmark: _GoBack]Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Ireland      
72 Mount Merrion Ave.
Blackrock Co.
Dublin, Ireland
Fax: (003531) 2834246
Email: iranembassy@indigo.ie
Embassy of Islamic Republic of Iran to The Hague, Netherlands      
The Embassy of I.R. of Iran Duinweg 20 2585JX Den Haag
Web Site: http://www.iranianembassy.nl/ 
Email: info@iranembassy.nl
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Pakistan     
St.No.2, Sector G-5/1 Diplomatic Enclave, Islamabad 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in London, England (UK)     
16 Prince's Gate,
London SW7 1PT
Fax: ( +44)2075894440
Email: info@iran-embassy.org.uk

United States of America (Iran and the USA do not have diplomatic relations)

Representative Office of Iran in Washington, United States

c/o Embassy of Pakistan
2209 Wisconsin Avenue, NW
Washington
D.C. 20007
United States

Fax:
+1-202-965-1073
Email:
requests@daftar.org
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