



Last year Benenson joined Reporters Without Borders and Freedom now in campaigning for Father Nguyen Van Ly and four other people (Mr. Nguyen Phong, Mr. Nguyen Binh Thanh, Ms. Hoang Thi Anh Dao and Le Thi Le Hang) who helped him produce a dissident publication called Tu do Ngôn luan. The court found them guilty of "propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam."
Accepting the recommendations of prosecutor Tran Ky Thao, who accused Father Ly of "extremely serious violations against national security," judge Bui Quoc Hiep sentenced him to eight years in prison. The other four received jail terms ranging from 18 months to six years.

Foreign journalists who managed to enter the courtroom said the trial lasted about three hours. Weakened by a hunger strike, Father Ly refused to stand to give his name to the judge. After hearing the verdict, he shouted: "Down with the Communist Party of Vietnam!"

A member of the Bloc 8406 pro-democracy movement, Father Ly has spent 14 of the last 24 years in prison for defending freedom of expression and worship. Detained from 1977 to 1978 and from 1983 to 1992, he received yet another prison sentence - 15 years - in October 2001 for activities linked to the defence of free expression. It was reduced several times and he was released in February 2004.
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Fr Ly’s detention is viewed by many as a bellwether case regarding human rights violations occurring in Vietnam. 37 US Senators earlier this month signed a letter calling for his release (see article below from The New York Times). 
Please join your voices to theirs by writing to the President of Vietnam care of your local Vietnamese embassy.

New York Times July 2, 2009

37 U.S. Senators Urge Vietnam to Free Imprisoned Priest 

By REUTERS

WASHINGTON (Reuters) — A group of United States senators urged Vietnam’s president on Wednesday to free a Roman Catholic priest as human rights groups said that his imprisonment justified putting Vietnam on a religious freedom blacklist.

The priest, the Rev. Thadeus Nguyen Van Ly, was sentenced to eight years in prison in March 2007 after being charged with spreading propaganda against Vietnam’s Communist government. He had previously served 16 years in prison for activities in which he advocated for human rights. 

The group of 37 senators, who were led by Barbara Boxer, Democrat of California, and Sam Brownback, Republican of Kansas, urged President Nguyen Minh Triet of Vietnam to free Father Ly, calling his trial “seriously flawed.”

“We request that you facilitate Father Ly’s immediate and unconditional release from prison, and allow him to return to his home and work without restrictions on his right to freedom of expression, association and movement,” the senators said in a letter.

“Father Ly’s longstanding nonviolent activities to promote religious freedom and democracy in Vietnam are well known in the United States,” wrote the senators, who included Edward M. Kennedy, Democrat of Massachusetts, and Orrin G. Hatch, Republican of Utah.

The Vietnamese Embassy in Washington did not confirm receipt of the letter or issue a comment.

During Father Ly’s four-hour trial in 2007, he was denied access to a lawyer and was silenced by security guards when he tried to speak, said the human rights group Freedom Now.

Maran Turner, the executive director of Freedom Now, said Father Ly’s case and similar ones involving other religious figures should mean that Vietnam was placed on a United States government list of “countries of particular concern” for violations of religious freedom.

The United States, which put Vietnam on that list in 2004, lifted the designation before President George W. Bush visited Hanoi in November 2006.

Michael Cromartie, vice chairman of the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, was permitted to visit Father Ly in prison in May. Father Ly was “in solitary confinement for reasons that are not clear,” Mr. Cromartie said.

His Excellency Nguyen Minh Triet
President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

c/o Embassy of Vietnam

Dear President Triet,

As a member of the Benenson Society I am writing to convey my serious concern regarding the continued detention of Father Thadeus Nguyen Ly. I add my voice to the letter signed by 37 United States’ senators.
After his arrest in 2007 Fr Ly was sentenced to 8 years in prison and 5 years of house arrest for peacefully practicing his faith, expressing his political opinions, and associating with others who shared those opinions. His trial lasted only four hours and he was denied access to counsel and precluded from presenting a defence. Fr Ly was physically silenced during the trial.

According to Vietnam’s Constitution and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Vietnam is a party, all citizens enjoy freedom of religion, freedom of opinion, freedom of speech and the right to form associations, as well as the right to due legal process.

Therefore, I request Fr Ly’s immediate and unconditional release from prison. In the meantime I also request respectfully that you provide any information your government may have concerning Fr Ly’s health and welfare.

Yours sincerely,
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in Australia      

6 Timbarra Crescent

O'Malley ACT 2606

O'Malley
ACT 2606
Australia
Phone: +61-2-62866059 or 62901549
Fax: +61-2-62864534 or 62902908
Email: vembassy@webone.com.au
Embassy of Vietnam in Austria       
Felix-Mottl Strasse 20
1190 Vienna
Austria
Fax: (+43) (1) 368 0754
Email: embassy.vietnam@aon.at
Embassy of Vietnam in Belgium     
#1, Boul. General Jacques
Bruxelles
Fax: +32-2-374 9376
Email: vnemb.brussels@skynet.be
Embassy of Vietnam in Czech Republic     
Plzenska 214, CZ-15000 Prague 5, Czech Republic.
Fax: (2) 57211792

Embassy of Vietnam in Germany      
Elsenstr. 3
12435 Berlin
Germany
Fax: (+49-30) 53630100
Embassy of Vietnam in Netherlands    
Nassauplein 12
2585 EB
The Hague
Fax: +31-70-364 8656
Email: emviet@planet.nl
Embassy of Vietnam in Pakistan      
F 8/1 Street 31 House 10 A 
Islamabad
Fax: +92-51-2850582
Email: dsqvn.pakistan@yahoo.com 

Embassy of Socialist Republic of Vietnam in Sweden      
Orby Slottsvagen 26
125 71 Alvsjo
Stockholm, Sweden
Fax: + 46 8 55 62 1080
Email: info@vietnamemb.se
Permanent Mission of the S.R. of Vietnam to the United Nations       
30, Chemin des Corbillettes
1218 Grand Saconnex/Geneva
Switzerland
Fax: (+41-22) 7980724
Email: mission.vietnam@ties.itu.int, mission.vietnam@itu.ch
Embassy of Vietnam in United Kingdom      
12 - 14 Victoria Road
W8 5RD, London
United Kingdom
Fax: 020 7937 6108 or 004420- 7565 3853
Email: embassy@vietnamembassy.org.uk
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in United States of America       
1233 20th Street NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036
Phone: (202) 861 0737
Fax: (202) 861 0917
Email: info@vietnamembassy.us
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