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	Benenson society


Violence Against Christians in India’s Orissa State
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	A video grab shows people putting out a fire at a Christian orphanage burned by a mob in the town of Bargah, in the eastern Indian state of Orissa. (CNS photo/Reuters TV) 


Christians have been on the receiving end of numerous acts of violence in Orissa after a Hindu leader was killed in the state's Kandhamal district. Christians were blamed for killing the Hindu leader. The Times of India reported, however, that a leader of the People's Liberation Guerilla Army, a Maoist organization, claimed responsibility for the leader's death.
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Starting on August 24, radical Hindus began a systematic campaign to take revenge on the Christian community. Hindu extremists have burned 300 villages where Christians were a majority and destroyed more than 4,000 houses. In addition, they have demolished almost 100 churches. Three persons were burnt after their houses were torched at midnight of August 25th 2008. The Compassion East India office (an NGO) in Bhubaneswar was ransacked. At the same time, a man named Ramesh Digal was brutally cut into pieces. Kandhamal district has already witnessed the death of 15 Christians so far. Hindu extremists burned one nun alive in the district of Bargarh, and raped another from Bubaneshwar's Social Centre.

Here is detail of one particular incident:
Motilal Pradhan and two of his younger brothers look fit enough to take on any challengers. Still, the three men, two of whom are soldiers in the Indian army, say they were able to do little to save their 35-year-old disabled youngest brother, whom, they assert, a Hindu mob burnt alive while they could only watch helplessly from a distance. 

When the 1,000-strong crowd, armed with swords and other weapons, descended on the brothers' village of Gadragam on Aug.24, in the troubled Kandhamal district of Orissa state, in eastern India, Christians in the village began running for their lives, Mr. Pradhan said. He added that his younger brother, paralyzed due to a stroke eight years ago, could not flee and the mob caught hold of him. 

"In cinema style, they challenged us to come forward and save him if we were bold enough. We had to watch him being burnt alive. We could not even go near to get his body," Mr. Pradhan, a Baptist church member, told Ecumenical News International in an interview.

There has been growing violence against Christian in India in recent years.

On August 16 Father Thomas Pandippally was brutally murdered earlier this month as he headed home after saying Mass. Father Thomas, 38, was killed late as he rode alone on a motorcycle to Yellareddy, a village in the eastern state of Andhra Pradesh, after having said Mass in Burigida.

The attackers ambushed the Carmelite of Mary Immaculate. He was found dead the next morning, little less than a mile from his motorcycle, with his hands and legs broken, 18 stab wounds inflicted on his body and his eyes gouged out.

A seven-member ecumenical delegation met with Prime Minister Manmohan Singhin to ask him to intervene and end the violence in Orissa.

"We are pained and shocked at the merciless killings and unabated violence against the Christians all over the state of Orissa," the delegation said in a statement. "The state government has failed to protect the Christians and other innocent people.

The Christians in the state are living in continual tension and great fear. The law and order machinery is not at their rescue and they are living in pathetic conditions for the last four days.

The houses, churches and prayer halls have to be rebuilt and a sense of security has to be restored in the hearts of Christians and other affected people.
This is the greatest disaster in the history of a Christian community in India and more so in Orissa," 
What can we do?
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Write a letter to the Indian High Commissioner (in Commonwealth countries) or Ambassador 
Your Excellency,

As a member of the Benenson Society, I write to urge the Federal Government of India to intervene strongly under Article 355 of the Constitution with the State governments of Orissa and Karnataka to end immediately the systematic violence against Christians there. The National Commission for Minorities has indicated that police and other State authorities have in some case been involved in barbarities that tarnish the reputation of India.
Christians have been in India for nearly two thousand years I would respectfully ask that it be made a matter of urgency that the India government act to enforce India’s treasured principles of religious freedom and toleration.
Yours sincerely,
Australia
Smt. Sujatha Singh 
The High Commissioner of India 
3-5, Moonah Place,
Yarralumla,
Canberra ACT 2600,
Australia.
Telephone:  00-61-2-62733999, 62733774
Fax: 00-61-2-62731308
Email: hcicouns@bigpond.com 
Austria
Embassy of India
Kaerntnerring 2,
A-1015,
Telephone:  00-43-1-5058666-9
Fax: 00-43-1-5059219
Email: indemb@eoivien.vienna.at  

Belgium
Embassy of India
217 Chaussee de Vleurgat,
1050 Brussels,
Telephone:  00-322-6409140
Fax: 00-322-6489638
Email: hoc@indembassy.be 
Czech Republic
Embassy of India
Valdstejnska 6,
11800Prague 1,
Czech Republic
Telephone:  00-420-257533490-93
Fax: 00-420-257533378
Email: indembprague@bohem-net.cz 
Germany
Embassy of India
Tiergartenstrasse 17,
10785 Berlin,
Germany
Telephone:  00-49-30-257950
Fax: 00-49-30-25795102
Email: chancery@indianembassy 
Ireland

Embassy of India
6, Leeson park,
Dublin -6,
Ireland.
Telephone:  00-353-1-4970843, 4966792,4966787
Fax: 00-353-1-4978074
Email: indembassy@eircom.net 
Netherlands
Embassy of India
Buitenrustweg-2,
2517 KD,
The Hague,
Netherlands.
Telephone:  00-31-70-3469771
Fax: 00-31-70-3617072
Email: fscultur@bart.nl 
New Zealand
High Commission of India
180 Molesworth Street,
PO Box 4045,
Wellington,
New Zealand
Telephone:  00-64-44736390-91
Fax: 00-64-4-4990665
Email: hicomind@hicomind.org.nz 
Pakistan

High Commission of India
G-5, Diplomatic Enclave,
Islamabad,
Pakistan
Telephone:  00-92-51-2206950-54
Fax: 00-92-51-2823386
Email: hicomind@isb.compol.com 
Sweden
Embassy of India
Adolf Fredriks Kyrkogata 12,
Box 1340,
111 83 Stockholm,
Sweden.
Telephone:  00-46-8-107008, 4113212
Fax: 00-46-8-248505
Email: information@indianembassy.se 
Web  : www.indianembassy.se
 

Switzerland
Embassy of India
Kirchenfeldstrasse 28,
3000 Berne 6,
Switzerland
Telephone:  00-41-31-3511110, 3511046
Fax: 00-41-31-3511557
Email: India@spectraweb.ch 
United Kingdom

High Commission of India
India House, Aldwych,
London WC2B 4NA,
United Kingdom
Telephone:  00-44-207-8368484
Fax: 00-44-207-8364331
Email: 114343.3045@compuserve.com 
United States of America
Embassy of India
2107, Massachusetts Avenue,
NW,
Washington D.C. 20008.
Telephone:  00-1-202-9397000
Fax: 00-1-202-2654351
Email: indembwash@indiagov.org 
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